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FoReWoRD 

Legislative Elections (Pileg) had been administered on 9 April 2014. 
the implementation of pileg describe the emerging showed the 
democratic processes in Indonesia. but, this five yearly event has 
left  some problems.

there are two issues that are considered most important to be 
addressed.the first problem is the distribution of ballots. the 
second problem is the increased practice of money politics during 
the 2014 Pileg.

therefore, taking into account the 2014 Presidential Elections that 
will take place on July 9, 2014, the kPu and bawaslu need to take 
the appropriate steps to respond to these issues.

the May 2014’s edition of the Indonesian update raises a main 
theme on “Notes from the 2014 Legislative Elections”. On  politics, 
it talks about “Observing the Plan on Coalition of Islamic Political 
Parties”. On social affairs, it reviews “Questioning (Again) Sexual 
Abuse against Children”.

In addition, in this edition of the Indonesian update, on politics, 
it also discusses “A Look at Potential Female Candidates”, and 
“Legislative election chaos and the Future of Democracy”. On 
social affairs, it touches on “the Repair Facilities and Infrastructures 
for Railways”.

the regular publication of the Indonesian update with its actual 
themes is expected to help policy makers in government and 
business environment -- as well as academics, think tanks, and other 
elements of civil society, both within and outside the country, to get 
the actual information and contextual analysis of economic, legal, 
political, cultural and social developments in Indonesia, as well as to 
understand the public policy in Indonesia.

Happy Reading.
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Notes from 2014 
Legislative Elections

Legislative Elections (Pileg) was held on 9 April 2014. 185 822 507 
people wereregistered as voters, spread at 546 278 polling stations 
(both within and outside the country).

A total of 560 national Parliament seats were contested in 77 
electoral regions. At the provincial level, there were 2,112 Parliament 
seats being contested in 259 electoral regions. At the district / city 
level, there were 16 895 seats. Also, there were 132 seats from 
33 provinces contested  for the Regional Representatives Council 
(DPD).

In general, according to the Chair of the Indonesian general Election 
Commission, there were approximately 200 thousand candidates 
from 12 parties nationwide and three local parties in Aceh who 
competed in the last Pileg.

Problems in Pileg 2014
the 2014 legislative elections were held on the 9th of April. 
they showed  the consolidating democratic process in Indonesia. 
However, the big event  still left some problems.

the author took two issues considered most important to be 
addressed. the first problem was the distribution of ballots. In 
preparing the logistics for the elections, kPu performed procurement 
tenders for logistics, including ballot paper, at the provincial and 
district levels.  

the decentralization of the procurement of logistics was intended 
to minimize deviations and to facilitate control, efficiency, and 
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effectiveness. but in reality problems had occurred, causing a mix 
up in the distribution of ballot papers. the Commission noted that 
there were at least 770 polling stations in 107 districts / cities in 30 
provinces that had to postpone the vote casting because of mixed 
up ballot papers.  (kompas.com, 15/4).

the problem of mixed up ballot papers, according to election 
observer Hashim Asyari, was evidence of the early detection 
problem by the general Elections Commission (kPu) was still low 
(kompas.com, 16/4).

According to the author, there was a lack of coordination and 
supervision amongst the National general Elections Commission, 
the regional Elections Commissions and third parties (printing 
companies) in the implementation of decentralized procurements 
of logistics, creating the problem of mixed up  ballot papers.

kPu commissioner Sigit Pamungkas acknowledged that the 
confusion in ballot paper distibution was due to technical problems. 
It was stated to dismiss the allegation that the problem was political 
in nature (sindonews.com, 14/4).

then, the second problem was the growing practices of money 
politics during Pileg 2014. the findings of the Indonesian Corruption 
Watch (ICW) showed that the practices of money politics in the 
legislative election in 2014 reached a level of  313 cases. this figure 
jumped 100 percent from that in the 2009 legislative elections. A 
member of the Political Corruption Division of ICW, Donal Fariz, 
explained that there  were four issues that became the focus of 
its monitoring during the open campaign period, the quiet period 
and election day of Pileg 2014. the four problems were the 
provision of goods, services , money, and the use of state resources 
(suaramerdeka.com, 21/4).

bawaslu’s performance was highlighted because it failed to prevent 
the practices of money politics. the weak prevention, surveillance 
and enforcement of the Election Supervisory body on political 
figures had led to an increase in money politics.

Article 73 Paragraph 2 of Law No. 15 of 2011 on the general 
Election states that the Election Supervisory body oversees the 
administration of elections in the prevention and prosecution of 
violations for the realization of democratic elections.
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Prior to the implementation of an open campaign and polling day, 
the results of some surveys had warned about the increasing trend 
of money politics in the society.

the survey results of the Corruption Eradication Commission 
(kPk) showed that 71.72 percent of the public considered that 
money politics was prevalent. According to these results, public 
perception on political money was commonplace (kompas.com, 
19/3).

In line with the Commission’s survey, a survey by the Indonesian 
Survey Institute (LSI) and the International Foundation for Electoral 
Systems (IFES) found that the majority of Indonesian people were 
no longer concerned about the politics of money. the results of 
these surveys showed that 57% of respondents would not report 
the money politics and only 19% would report the occurrence of 
money politics, regardless of the magnitude (mediaindonesia.com, 
12/2).

the issue of money politics shows that the public now very tolerates 
the practices of money politics. the practices of money politics are 
seen as reasonable in the elections.

On the other hand,  the open proportional system had caused 
fierce competition among the candidates. So, the candidates would 
do everything they could to win the seats. the problem got worse 
with the absence of strict supervision and sanction from political 
parties to discipline their members. this had led to the increased 
practices of money politics. this condition will surely jeopardize the 
future development of our democracy.

Recommendations
therefore, taking into account the 2014 Presidential Elections 
that will take place on July 9, 2014, the kPu and bawaslu need 
to take appropriate steps to answer the question above. First, the 
Commission needs to evaluate the performance of the Election 
Commission, both at the provincial and district levels, especially 
with regards to the procurement and distribution of ballot papers.

Second, the general Elections Commission needs to strengthen the 
cooperation with the tNI / police in the distribution and securing 
logistics for the 2014 presidential elections.  thirdly, bawaslu with 
civil society groups and the mass media need to prevent money 
politics in the 2014 presidential election, with the increase of money 
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in political campaigns in the presidential elections. Fourth, bawaslu 
with the National Police need to crack down actors of money 
politics in order to have a deterrent effect.

thus, elections that are held directly, general, free, confidential, 
honest, and fair can only be achieved if they are carried out by the 
organizers of the elections that have integrity, professionalism, and 
accountability.

- arfianto Purbolaksono-

The implementation 
of the 2014 legislative 
elections was 
held on the 9th 
April, describing 
consolidating 
democratic process in 
Indonesia. However, 
the big event still left 
some problems.
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        Observing the Plan on the 
Coalition of Islamic Political Parties

Politics

 
the 2014 legislative general elections (Pileg) have been completed. 
the results of  the quick count showed that PDI came first, securing 
18.90% of the vote, followed by golkar Party with 14.30%, 
gerindra 11.80%, Demokrat 9.70%, Pkb 9.20%, PAN 7.50%, PkS 
6.90%, Nasdem 6.90%, PPP 6.70%, Hanura 5.40%, Pbb 1.60%, 
and PkPI 1.10% (Cyrus Network dan CSIS).
 
According to the results of the quick count, there are almost equal 
forces amingst the existing major parties. PDI-P, golkar, gerindraand 
Democratic, which were predicted to be able to nominate a pair 
of presidential and vice presidential candidates failed to meeet the 
requisite Presidential thereshold (Pt). this means that the door is 
wide open for coalitions, because there are no political parties that 
get 20% of the seats  in the House or 25% of the vote nationwide. 
One of the coalition plans is for the establishment of a coalition of 
Islamic political parties and Isla Islamic mass-based parties.

Vote Results of islamic Political Parties
Looking at the results of the Pileg quick count, it is quite interesting 
to note the vote of Islamic political parties and Islamic mass-based 
parties. Although they failed to become the top three parties, the 
total number of votes that they secured was higher than that in 
2009. In 2009 the the total number of votes of Islamic parties was 
at a level of 25.94% of the vote.

the Vote Results of islamic Political Parties of 2009
No Party Valid Votes % of valid votes
1 PKS 8,206,955               7.88
2 PAN   6,.254,580               6.01
3 PPP 5,533,214               5.32
4 PKB 5,146,122               4.94
5 PBB 1,864,752                 1.79
Total 25.94

* from some sour ces
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In 2014,according to the results of the quick count, the total number 
of votes of Islamic parties reached 31.9% of the vote, which means 
that it has passed the requisite Pt and that they will be able to 
nominate a pair of presidential and vice presidential candidate if 
they form a coalition.

Vote Results of islamic political parties according to the 
2014 Quick Count 

No Partai % Suara
1 PKB 9.2
2 PAN 7.5
3 PKS 6.9
4 PPP 6.7
5 PBB 1.6
Total 31.9

* Cyrus Network dan CSIS

the increase in the number of votes of Islamic political parties 
in 2014 was  unexpected. A political observer from uIN Syarif 
Hidayatullah, Fachry Al, said that the achievement of Islamic 
parties had surprised  outside the other political parties. Fachri 
stated that 30 per cent of the vote was the highest level since the 
1955 elections in the era of the Old Order (Republika.co.id, 11/4).

In the 1955 elections, the combined votes of Islamic political parties 
reached 43.5%. Islamic parties gained a large number of votes 
througMasjumi Party, Party Nu, PSII and Perti. this great success 
in 1955 has never been repeated.

Vote Results islamic political parties in the Parliament 
Election 1955

No Partai valid votes % of valid votes
1 Masyumi 7903886 20.92
2 NU 6955141 18.41
3 PSII 1091160 2.89
4 Perti 483014 1.28
Total 43.5

*from some sour ces

the idea of   forming a coalition of Islamic parties is expected to 
build a balancing force amongst political forces that will nominate  
presidential candidates. If previously a lot of people thought that 
the 2014 elections would only be the competition amongst Joko 
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Widodo (PDIP), Prabowo (gerindra), and ARb (golkar), then with 
a coalition of Islamic political parties there would be an alternative 
figure.

Would a Coalition of islamic political parties be possible?
On tuesday (15/4), a total of 17 Islamic mass organizations held 
a meeting at the office of the Central board of Nahdlatul ulama 
(Nu), Central Jakarta. During the meeting, it was agreed to hold a 
meeting with Islamic mass-based political parties (tribunnews.com, 
15/4).

Furthermore, on thursday (17/4), Islamic political parties held 
another meeting in Cikini with Islamic organizations. During the 
meeting, an agreement was reached that Islamic political parties 
and Islamic  organizations would work together in the future, while 
a coalition had not been agreed between by Islamic political parties 
(detik.com).

the latest developments have shown that a coalition of Islamic 
parties is still difficult to materialize. Islamic political parties and 
Muslim-based parties seem to prefer forming coalitions with the 
three major political parties, which are secular parties.

the difficulty of establishing the first Islamic political coalition is 
attributable to the inferiority feelings on the part of Islamic parties. 
the Islamic political coalition would only be a complement and 
cannot be a leader in the coalition. Second, the electability level 
of Islamic political cannot rival those of Jokowi and Prabowo. An 
example is a survey conducted by Political Indicators, which shows 
that Islamic political party only got 2.1%: Mahfud MD: 0.7%; Hatta 
Rajasa: 0.5%; Hidayat Nurwahid: 0.2%; Anis Matta: 0.2%; Yusril 
Ihza Mahendra: 0.1. these results are similar to that of Jokowi with 
32.9% and Prabowo with 11.4%.

third, the Islamic political parties are still considered minimal in 
bringing alternative ideas. Islamic parties are still seen exclusively 
representing the interests of the Muslims alone. Fourth, a lack of 
financial resources, so less power to support the motion.
Fifth, Islamic parties are considered less supported by the mass 
media. So, Islamic political parties were less highlighted by the 
mass media. And as we know, the current mass media has a great 
influence in building public opinion in order to increase  popularity 
and electability.
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the results of a research by the Indonesian Institute (tII) about 
Media Monitoring, Open Media Coverage and Campaign revealed 
that the frequency  level of the reporting on Islamic political parties 
was still inferior to that of PDIP reporting frequency by 26%, 
Democrats 13%, golkar 11%, and gerindra 10 % (Media Monitoring 
Research report on the Future Political Party Campaign  Open 
Coverage, tII, 7/4).

the preaching of Islam most political parties addressed to the PkS 
with a portion of the news as much as 9%, followed by Pkb 6%, 5% 
PPP, PAN 4%, 2%, and the united Nations. the lack of frequency 
of mass media on Islamic political parties one of which impact on 
the electability of Islamic political parties.

Conclusions
Considering the above conditions, the author argues that the 
formation of a coalition of Islamic parties is still very difficult to be 
realized in the 2014 elections. there are still strong desires from 
Islamic parties’ leaders to accept the offers from major political 
parties. Currently, political parties are seen as excellent coalition 
partners. In fact, the offers from major political parties such as 
PDI-P, golkar, gerindra, and Democrats are more tempting than 
waiting for the formation of a coalition of Islamic political parties.

Also, because the Indonesian people still want figures that represent 
a combination of nationalist and Islamic groups, then the coalition 
of Islamic political parties is still considered less urgent and strategic 
for most Islamic political elite.

-arfianto Purbolaksono-

An Islamic Political 
Party Coalition is still 
considered less urgent 
and strategic for most 
Islamic political elite. 
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Women Candidates
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An election for a democracy means a mechanism to channel people’s 
aspirations. On April 9th this year, Indonesia’s fourth democratic 
elections in the reform era was conducted. the elections in 
Indonesia are expected to always make positive changes to make 
Indonesia a democratic country.  

As mandated by the Constitution and also the nature of democratic 
system, every citizen has an equal opportunity to be selected as a 
representative (uuD 1945 Article 27 and Article 28). In this case, 
there is no class distinction, beliefs or ideologies, gender, ethnicity, 
race, and others. 

Related to the ‘equal footing’ matter, the issue of women’s 
representation especially in legislative politics - still becomes an 
interesting issue to be studied. Furthermore, Indonesia has an 
affirmative action policy to improve the representation of women.   

affirmative action
In this election year, the government had implemented various 
affirmative action policies. Affirmative action policy is taken in 
order to give equal opportunities for a particular group or class. In 
the context of this paper, an affirmative action policy is intended 
to improve the representation of women in the legislative political 
sphere.

Law No.8 Year 2012 on the Election of Members of the House 
of Representatives, the Regional Representatives Council, and 
Legislative Council, regulates the provision of 30 percent quota for 
women in terms of: memberships and/or management of political 
parties (Article 8); determination of candidates (Article 55); and 
also sets the order of placement of candidates on the ballot papers 
(Article 56).
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then, in order to regulate in more detail, the general Elections 
Commission (kPu) also has rules called by kPu’s Regulations 
(PkPu).

there are three PkPu whose contents set about female 
representatives in the legislative political sphere; namely PkPu 
No.7 Year 2013, PkPu No 15 Year 2013, and PkPu No. 17 Year 
2013.

those PkPus regulate: order of placement of candidates on the 
ballot papers, the imposition of sanctions for political parties that 
do not heed the rule of the 30 percent quota, campaign finance 
restrictions in order to prevent ‘wild’ political contestation and 
‘protect’ the new candidates including women candidates as well as 
campaign guidelines, such as billboard or banner restrictions ( also 
related to campaign finance rules).

Potential of Women Candidates
Affirmative action policies have made the chances of women to 
sit as representatives of the people greater. this can be seen from 
the increasing number of female members of Parliament(MPs). For 
example, there is a large increase in the number of female MPs in 
the House of Representatives (DPR). An average increase in the  
number of female MPs in the DPR rose by 4.6 percent.

the details are:

•	 In the 1999 elections, there were 44 women MPs, or 8.8 
percent of total MPs of DPR 

•	 In the 2004 elections, there were 65 women MPs, or 11 
percent of total MPs of DPR 

•	 In 2009 elections, there were 103 women MPs, or 18 percent 
of total MPs of DPR 

In the 2014 elections, of course there are still no results yet. 
However, the number of women candidates managed to ‘meet’ the 
provision of the 30 percent quota. In these electios,  there were as 
many as 2,434 female candidates, or 37 percent of the total 6,576 
candidates (kPu, 2014).

this is certainly due to various affirmative policies that have 
successfully ‘forced’ the increase in the number of female candidates. 
On the other hand, there are concerns about the ‘coercion’, which 
is not directly proportional to the quality of the selected candidates. 
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but, it cannot be used to justify that all female candidates are 
‘unqualified’. 

In fact, the female candidates actually have considerable potential. 
For example, it can be seen in terms of education level and the 
backgrounds of the organizations of female candidates.
According to the data from Indonesian Parliamentary Watch 
(FORMAPPI), in terms of education, most of female candidates 
are highly educated. the percentage of women candidates who 
had university degrees (S1, S2, and S3) was 74.2 percent, with 51.7 
percent of  S1 graduates, 19.8 percentnof S2 graduates, and 17.3 
percent of S2 graduates.

In terms of the backgrounds on organizations, most of female 
candidates , or 65.7 percent, were active in organizations, both 
youth organizations, women’s, and others. In addition, their jobs 
are varied, such as businesswomen, lawyers, officials, activists, 
employees, and others.

In the 2014 elections, affirmative action policies (also) managed to 
encourage an increase in the number of female candidates. At the 
same time, according to the compelling profiles, female candidates 
would be able to compete – at least in terms of quality (kompas, 
15/04) against male candidates. therefore, it is expected that 
the two points above can create greater opportunities for female 
candidates to be elected as MPs in the the coming five years.

Recommendations: improving the Recruitment Systems and 
Political Education
there are two things that can be used to maximize the potential of  
female candidates – as described above.

First, to improve the recruitment systems of political parties. 
Political parties should be more stringent in the selection of female 
candidates, so not just to ‘meet’ the quota. the concrete step is to 
choose candidates who are close to the constituents – at least to their 
neigbourhoods. It is based on fact that most of female candidates, 
or as much as 66.1 percent, did not reside in their electoral districts 
(FORMAPPI, 2014).

Second, political parties should pay more attention to the provision 
of political education, especially for the female candidates.
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According to FORMAPPI, the number of female candidates who 
have become cadres of political parties was only 747 people, or 
30.3 percent. this fact will have an impact on the low ‘political 
capital’ that female candidates have. therefore, the provision of 
political education – especially for those who are not political cadres 
becomes very important. 

Political parties can provide basic training related to the duties and 
functions of MPs and instill values of citizenship and patriotism in 
accordance with the constitutional mandate.

then, with the improvement of recruitment systems and the 
provision of political education carried out by political parties, the 
assumption that  female candidates are not as ‘qualified’ as male 
candidates – may be lost. this is because basically both male and 
female candidates have  equal potential and opportunities to be 
elected.
 
-Santi Rosita Devi-

Basically, both 
male and female 
candidates have 
equal potential to 
be elected, so the 
potential needs to 
be improved by the 
recruitment systems 
and sufficient 
political education.
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and the Future of Democracy

Politik

April, 9th 2014 has passed. It was a sacred date for most Indonesian 
people, especially the legislative candidates (candidates) competing 
in the fifth celebration of democracy. Currently, the kPu is gradually 
calculating the vote results of each political party. 

However, the legislative elections have sparked a variety of problems. 
Some examples were the switching of ballot papers, causing voting  
to be held again in various places, the rise of money politics, and 
conflicts between candidates and citizens due to unexpected vote 
results.

the problems that have emerged were the accumulation of a wide 
variety of aspects related to the elections. Nevertheless, the general 
legislative elections were running safe, peaceful, and smooth. 
therefore, it should be appreciated.

Democratic Experiment
After the inception of the reform movement in 1998, consciously 
or not, Indonesia has often performed experiments on democracy 
itself, especially elections. through legal instruments established 
by the parliament and the government, almost all post-reform 
elections have used different systems.

In the 1999 elections,  48 political parties participated in the 
elections. A closed proportional system has been used consistently, 
so political parties play an important role in determining candidates 
who qualify to be members of the Parliament.

the system is perpetuating the oligarchy of political parties. So, 
it is only the elite parties that are most likely to secure seats in 
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the Parliament. Meanwhile, candidates who have the capacity to 
become public officials but not part of political party elite are very 
difficult to become DPR members.

the democratic experiment continued in the 2004 Elections. the 
electoral system had been a closed proportional system, but it still 
provided an opportunity for candidates who had lower ordinal 
numbers but managed to reach the voter divider figure  (bPP). Also 
in these elections the  DPD and presidential direct elections were 
held directly.

In the 2009 elections, an open proportional system had been fully 
used. these policies got a legal basis from the Constitutional Court’s 
verdict.

If in the 1999 Elections, people cast their votes because they were 
nterested in political parties, then in  the 2009 elections the political 
party factor shifted into figure factor. Nevertheless, in the legislative 
elections most people still chose the symbol of the parties, some 
others choose names of candidates.

the experiment culminated in the 2014 Elections. Popularity 
and financial independence were mandatory requirements for a 
candidate  to become a member of parliament. Not only that, people 
are also increasingly permissive to money politics. Candidates giving 
money  to the public is considered a reasonable thing, or even a 
necessity.

It is widely voiced by various parties. From civil society to 
candidateshave felt aggrieved with money politics conducted by 
other candidates. this has created conflicts and disputes. the 
disputes are not only between political parties or candidates from 
different political parties but also between candidates from the 
same political party.

the Future of Democracy
Elections can be a starting point for a change to a better life, but the 
democratic fiesta party can also be a trigger for the destruction of 
a nation. good elections can produce good quality public officials, 
and vice versa. An election in a democracy is one of the pillars that 
support the establishment of the state.

the future of democracy in a country can be seen from the quality 
of elections held. So, as the future of democracy in Indonesia, the 
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2014 elections are a stepping stone to the maturity of democracy in 
Indonesia. Four elections after the inception of the reform era will 
show whether the democratic experiments conducted during the 
last fifteen years have really made democracy in Indonesia matured 
or the contrary.

If the experiments have failed, then the remaining of democratization 
in Indonesia will persist. Elections will then only be considered  a 
routine, without sacred value and importance.

the rise of vote buying, or money politics, is very worrying, 
jeopardizing the future of democracy. Also, choosing candidates 
that is only based on popularity is also very worrying, as these 
lawmakers will not have sufficient competence.

thisis very important as the task of discussing bill from the beginning 
to the end is not an easy thing. It requires in-depth knowledge and 
focus to discuss a specific issue in the deliberation of a bill.

We hope that the members of DPR 2014-2019 will not only consist 
of   popular people alone, butalso experts in a particular field. the 
open proportional system used initially aims to produce members of 
parliament who are actually recognized by the people.

the initial goal was a little distorted in its implementation. 
Nevertheless, there is still hope that elected representatives are 
also good legislators and aspirators, who are tough and can fight for 
the aspirations of the people.

the 2014 elections are not over, as there are still many steps that 
must be passed to the inauguration in October. the vote counting 
procesa has not been completed to be converted into parliamentary 
seats. the future of democracy in Indonesia is still bright if the chaos 
that occurs in the legislative elections can be well resolved so that it 
will not be repeated in the next election.

-asrul ibrahim nur-  

After the inception 
of the reform 
movementReformation 
in 1998, w consciously 
or not Indonesiahas 
often performed 
experiments on 
democracy itself, 
especially on 
elections. Through 
legal instruments 
established by the 
parliament and the 
government, almost all 
post-reform elections 
have used different 
systems.
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Questioning (Again) Sexual 
Abuse against Children

Every one of us got angry and also sad to hear the news about 
the sexual abuse suffered by children of kindergarten ( tk ) at an 
international school in Jakarta.
 
this case was not the first and only one. Data from the National 
Commission for Child Protection (komnas Anak) showed that 
in 2010, for example, the number of reported child abuse cases 
reached  a level of 2,046, cases, and 42 percent of them were cases 
of sexual violence.
 
A year later, in 2012, the number increased to 2,059 reported cases, 
more than 50 percentof them were in the form of sexual violence 
cases. then, the following year, the number of reports 2,637 cases, 
with 62 percent of sexual assault cases. In 2013, the number of 
reports has risen dramatically to 3,039 cases. As with previous 
years, cases of harassment and sexual abuse of children dominate 
the report.
 
Recent cases related to sexual violence in Jakarta, data showed that 
there were 239 cases of child abuse that occurred in Jakarta and 52 
percent were cases of sexual violence (tempo.co,16/4 ).
  

Definition and Characteristics of Sexual Violence
the general definition of child sexual abuse is when someone 
uses a child to get a pleasure or sexual gratification, mot limited to 
intercourse alone.
 
Other activities that also include sexual abuse of children are: 
touching the child’s sexual parts, either a child wearing clothes or 
not; all forms of penetrative sex, including penetration into the 
child’s mouth using objects or limb; making/forcing the child to 
engage in sexual activity.
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Some other activities encompas engaging in sexual activity in 
the presence of children, not protecting and preventing children 
from watching sexual activities of others; creating, distributing, 
and displaying images or movies containing scenes of children in 
indecent poses or actions; showing children, drawing, photograph 
or film featuring sexual activity.
 
there is a lot of the actions that belong to the realm of child 
sexual abuse. First, abusing vulnerable children to sexual violence, 
second,abusing the children in public and private space such as in 
a family environment. Third, sexual abuse by the people that they 
have known,  not limited to foreigners.
 
the impact of Sexual abuse on Children
Physical and psychological impacts experienced by victims of sexual 
violence can not be underestimated. In this case, for example, 
the victim was allegedly exposed by some of the perpetrators to 
sexually transmitted diseases. On the psychological side, the victim 
would be traumatized. Furthermore, the physical and pyschological 
impacts will take place in the long term because the victim is still 
around 6 years old.
 
the indication of trauma experienced by a child victim of sexual 
violence is the fact that the victim does not immediately report the 
sexual violence that has been experienced to parents or teachers. 
It is commonly found in many sexual assault victims, including 
children, and is usually due to threats from the perpetrator.
 
therefore, the sensitivity of theclosest people is necessary in order 
to know “something” about children. they nees the sensitivity 
to look at changes in behavior and habits of the child and find out 
the causes before then taking the child to follow to restore to the 
‘original state’.
 
Conclusions and Recommendations
In the case of sexual abuse of children at an international kindergarten 
the thing that must be done is to prosecute the perpetrators of 
sexual violence and then perform the physical and psychological 
recovery of the child victims.
 
In the end, this event is also a momentum for all parties, the parents, 
the schools, and the government for introspection within our duty 
to protect the safety and security of children from various forms of 
violence, including sexual violence.
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  but there are things that need immediate addressing by various 
stakeholders of this case, especially by the police and the government 
represented by the Ministry of Education because of the sexual 
violence taking place in the area of   a school.

First, the police must immediately legally process the perpetrators 
of sexual violence. In this case the perpetrators can be given 
multiplecharges, in addition to the Criminal Code and also Law 
no. 32 on the Child Protection (Article 82 of the sexual abuse of 
minors).
 
Second, the Ministry of Education should give a strict punishment 
to a school where sexual violence on children takes place. It is also in 
line with Article 78 of the Law on Child Protection”Everyone who 
knows and intentionally lets the child in an emergency situation...., 
economically exploited children and/or sexual,...., whereas the children 
need help and should be helped, shall be sentenced to an imprisonment 
of 5 (five) years and/or a maximum fine of Rp 100,000,000.00 (one 
hundred million rupiah)”.
 
And in relations to a school instead of individual persons, Article 
92 of this Act also stipulates that “(1) In the case of criminal offenses 
referred to in Article 77, Article 78, Article 79, Article 80, Article 81, 
Article 82, Article 83, Article 84, Article 85, Article 86, Article 87, 
Article 88, and Article 89 committed by a corporation, the punishment 
may be imposed to the management and/or corporation”.

And ( 2 ) “ The penalties imposed on corporations are in line 
with the provisions of the criminal charges imposed plus 1/3 (one 
third) of each criminal penalties referred to in paragraph (1)”. 

In addition to taking action against criminal acts, Ministry of the 
Education is authorized to revoke the operating license of a private 
school. It is within the framework of the deterrent effect to the 
perpetrators in particular and the school in general.

-lola amelia-

Decisive action 
needs to be taken 
by the uthorities to 
respond to cases of 
child sexual abuse. 
Law no. 23 2012 on 
Child Protection is 
the foundation, which 
until now is quite 
comprehensive to deal 
with the problem.
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Demanding Repair of 
Railway Infrastructures

social

On April 17 2014, the passengers of Commuter Line trains (CL) 
or the Jabodetabek (Jakarta, bogor, Depok, tangerang, bekasi) 
electric trains, took action to block the railway line at bekasi Station. 
It was because the train was delayed for two hours. Moreover, this 
happed during rush hours. 

the issue of train delays as in the case above was certainly not the 
first time that had ever happened. As reported by detiknews.com 
(17/04), bekasi-Jakarta kota line – was delayed almost every day. 
In fact, the cases of train delays have  occurred not only on that 
line, but also on some other lies, such as the Depok/bogor-Jakarta, 
Jakarta tangerang, and Jakarta-tanjung Priok lines.

For example, there is a research about train delays – covering a full 
month of June 2012. the research result stated that there were 
21 train delays of a total of 59 train departures at bogor Station. 
this was compounded by the fact that the delays had exceeded 
the time limit that had been determined by Pt. kAI Commuter Line 
Jabodetabek (kCJ), which is 10 minutes. Furthermore, the delay 
occurred more frequently on weekdays and/or during working 
hours (bogor Agricultural Institute/ IPb, 2013). 

the ‘Poor’ Railway infrastructure
As a respond to the blocking action and CL’s delay issues, the Director 
of kCJ, tri Handoyo had his own opinion (detiknews, 17/04).

According to tri, kCJ has many obstacles in operationalizing CL. 
the main problem is the quality of railway infrastructure. 

First, the signal transmitter that has long been used. the signal 
transmitter  still used today is a tool built by the Ministry of 
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transportation from 20-25 years ago using the national state budget 
(APbN). the impact then is frequent signal interruption, so as a 
consequence, the machinists will drive manually. CL will certainly 
be late (detiknews, 04/03/2013).
Second, CL still uses the same track as the other trains. In many 
other countries, trains use separate tracks. It is because, CL’s time is 
short, and should not be disturbed by other trains (detiknews.com, 
17/04). In fact, except for the Depok/bogor line, the other lines still 
use the same tracks  as intercity trains.

there are also other issues about railway, such as the poor quality 
of rails, train cars, as well as the mismatch between train capacity 
and the number of passengers.  

based on data of kCJ, at least 20 percent of trains have been 
declining in  quality, such as broken glasses, doors that are difficult to 
close, and air conditioners that are not working (metrosindonews.
com, 11/11/13). Meanwhile the problem of bent rails is also still a 
common problem  on some CL’s lines. 

to respond this, kCJ has already made a purchase of trains.:180 
units last year. However, this train set cannot be used entirely 
because the removal will be done in stages, and the train set should 
obtain an eligibility certificate from the Ministry of transportation 
(detikfinance.com, 03/03) 

Recommendations
Article 34 Paragraph 3 of the fourth amendment of the 1945 
Constitution, states that “the State is responsible for the provision 
of health care facilities and public service facilities”. therefore, the 
Indonesian constitution explicitly mandates that the State is obliged to 
provide transport services that can address mobility needs of citizen 
(International NgO Forum on Indonesian Development/Infid, 2008).

Considering those matters, then it is necessary to repair the quality of 
transportation, especially mass transportation like CL. 

there are two things that need to be improved in order to improve the 
quality of CL. First, to improve the railway infrastructure – as this is 
the focus of this paper. Second, to improve the services, which include 
improving passenger comfort, giving sufficient information, as well as 
the enhancing the car parking management for private vehicles at the 
stations (sinarharapan.com, 7/10/13).
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In relation to to the first point; namely the improvement of railway 
infrastructure, kCJ has already taken an action. kCJ has brought a 
series of new trains to replace the old ones. However, this is surely not 
enough. 
bringing new trains  can only increase passenger comfort, but this 
cannot solve the problem of train delays. this is because CL still 
uses the same tracks as the other trains. therefore, there needs to 
be additional tracks. this surely must be adjusted to the needs and 
conditions of the existing urban planning.

In addition, another thing that is important is to replace the signal 
transmitter, as well as repairing and/or renewing rail conditions.

then, with the improvement both in terms of services and 
infrastructure, in the future, CL is expected to become the main 
mass transportation. Hopefully, it can overcome the problem of 
congestion in the capital (Jakarta).

-Santi Rosita Devi-

In addition to 
improving the 
services, it is 
necessary to improve 
the infrastructure 
of Commuter Line 
Trains (CL) in 
order to improve 
the quality of mass 
transportation. 
Therefore, CL is 
expected to become 
mass transportation 
that can overcome the 
problem of congestion 
in the capital 
(Jakarta).
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the indonesian institute (tii) is a Center for Public Policy 
Research which was officially established since 21 October, 2004 
by a group of young and dynamic activists and intellectuals. tii is 
an independent, nonpartisan, and non-profit institution having its 
main funding source from grants and donations from foundations, 
corporations, and individuals. 

tii aims to become the center for major researches in Indonesia 
for issues regarding public policy and committed to contribute to 
debates on public policy and to improve the quality of the creation 
and results of public policy in the new democratic situation in 
Indonesia. 

tii’s mission is to conduct researches that are reliable, independent, 
and nonpartisan, and to channel the researches results to policy 
makers, the business world, and civilians in order to improve the 
quality of public policy in Indonesia. tii also has the mission to 
educate the community in policy issues that affect their livelihoods. 
In other words, tii is in a position to support the process of 
democratization and public policy reform, as well as taking an 
important and active role in that process. 

the scope of the researches and public policy studies conducted 
by tii covers the fields of economics, social, and politics. the main 
activity conducted in order to reach the vision and mission of tII 
among others are researches, surveys, trainings, working group 
facilitation, public discussions, public educations, editorial writings 
(tII expression), publications of weekly analysis (Wacana), monthly 
studies (update Indonesia, in bahasa Indonesia and English) and 
annual studies (Indonesia Report), and public discussion forum 
(the Indonesian Forum). 

Contact Address:
Jl. k.H. Wahid Hasyim No. 194 
Jakarta Pusat 10250 Indonesia

tel. 021 390 5558 Fax. 021 3190 7814
contact@theindonesianinstitute.com
www.theindonesianinstitute.com

Institutional Profile
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POLITICAL RESEARCH

the consolidating democracy needs direction and guidance in order to 
realise a strong national political system. In addition, decentralization 
as part of democratization has created room for more issues in the 
development of political system in Indonesia.  therefore, political analysis 
are present for the government, political parties, the business sector and 
professionals, academics, non-governmental organizations, donors, and 
civil society to answer recent political issues. 

tii’s Political Research Division provides policy analyses and 
recommendations in order to produce strategic policies to consolidate 
democracy and to achieve good governance at the central and local levels. 
types of political research offered by tII are: (1) Public Policy analyses, 
(2) Media Monitoring, (3) Mapping & Positioning Research, (4) 
needs assessment Research, (5) Survey indicators. 

RESEARCH ON THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Social development needs policy foundations that come from independent 
and accurate research. Social analysis is a need for the government, the 
businesspeople, academia, professionals, NgOs, and civil society to 
improve social development. the Social Research Division is present to 
offer recommendations to produce efficient and effective policies, steps, 
and programs on education, health, population, environment, women and 
children.

Social research that tii offers: (1) Social Policy analysis; (2) 
Explorative Research; (3) Mapping & Positioning Research; (4) 
need assessment Research; (5) Program Evaluation Research; 
and (5) indicator Survey.

Research Programs  
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RESEARCH ON LEGAL AFFAIRS
According to stipulations in Law No. 12 Year 2011 on the Formulation 
of Laws and Regulations, every bill which will be discussed by the 
legislative and the executive must be complemented with academic 
paper. therefore, comprehensive research is very important and needed 
in making a qualified academic paper. With qualified academic papers, the 
bills will have strong academic foundation.

tii can offer and undertake normative and legal research related to 
harmonization and synchronization of laws and regulations, especially 
in making academic papers and bills. In addition, the research will be 
conducted with sociological, anthropological, and political approaches 
in order to produce a more comprehensive academic papers and bills. 
It is expected that with such a process, the laws and regulations will be 
produced through such a participatory process, which involves the making 
of academic papers and bills to also go through process, such as focus 
group discussion (FgD) which will involve stakeholders related to the 
laws and regulations that will be discussed. 

RESEARCH ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
the economy tends to be used as an indicator of the success of the 
government as a policy-maker. Limited resources have often caused the 
government to face obstacles in implementing economic policies that will 
optimally benefit the people. the increase in the quality of the people’s 
critical thinking has forced the government to conduct comprehensive 
studies in every decision-making process. In fact, the studies will not be 
stopped when the policy is already in place. Studies will be continued until 
the policy evaluation process.

the tII Economic Research Division is present for those who are 
interested in the conditions of the economy. the results of the research 
are intended to assist policy-makers, regulators, and donor agencies in 
making decisions. the research that tII offers: (1) Economic Policy 
analysis; (2) Regional and Sectoral Prospects; and (3) Program 
Evaluation.

Research Programs  
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Project or Program Evaluation
One of the activities that have been conducted and offered by tII is a 
qualitative evaluation on a project or a program of a non-governmental 
organization or a government agency.  Evaluation activities that are 
offered by tII are a mid-term evaluation and a final evaluation.

As we may already know, evaluation is one of the important stages in 
the implementation of a project or a program. A mid-term evaluation is 
intended to see and analyze challenges, lessons learned during the project 
or the program, and to give recommendations on the implementation of 
the project or the program. Meanwhile, a final evaluation will be useful to 
see and analyze the achievements and lessons learned to ensure that all 
the projects or the program’s goals are achieved at the end of the project 
or program. 

evaluation
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Public Discussion 

THE INDONESIAN FORUM

tthe indonesian Forum is a monthly discussion activity on actual 
issues in the political, economic, social, legal, cultural, defense, and 
environmental fields. tII organizes these forums as media for competent 
resource persons, stakeholders, policymakers, civil society activists, 
academicians, and the media to meet and have discussion. 

themes that have been raised were the ones that have caught public 
attention, such as migrant workers, social conflicts, domestic politics, 
and local direct elections. the main consideration in picking a theme is 
sociological and political reality and the context of the relevant public 
policy at the time that the Indonesian Forum is delivered. 

It is expected that the public can get the big picture of a particular event as 
the Indonesian Forum also presents relevant resource persons.  

Since its inception, the Indonesian Institute is very aware of the passion 
of the public to get discussions that are not only rich in substance but also 
well formatted, which support balanced ideas exchanges ideas and the 
equal involvement of the different elements of the society.

the discussions, which are designed to only invite a limited number of 
participants, do not only feature idea exchanges but also regularly offer 
policy briefs (policy recommendations) to relevant policymakers and 
also summaries to the participants, especially the media people and the 
resource persons at the end of each discussion. therefore, the discussions 
will not end without solutions.  
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                                         LOCAL COUNCIL TRAINING

the roles and functions of local councils in monitoring local governments 
are very important. they need to ensure that participative and democratic 
policies will be espoused. Members of provincial and regent local councils 
are required to have strong capacity to understand democratization 
matters, regional autonomy, legislative techniques, budgeting, local 
Politics, and political marketing. thus, it is important to empower 
members of local councils. 

In order for local councils to be able to response every problem that will 
come out as a result of any policy implemented by the central government 
or local governments, the Indonesian Institute invites the leaderships and 
members of local councils to undergo training to improve their capacity.

WORKING GROUP

the Indonesian Institute believes that a good public policy process can be 
held with some engagement and empowerment of the stakeholders. the 
Indonesian Institute takes a role as one of mediator agencies to facilitate 
some forums in which the government, Council Members, Private 
Sectors, NgOs and Academicians can meet in interactive forums. the 
Indonesian Institute provides facilitation on working groups and public 
advocacy. 

the Indonesian Institute takes the role of mediator and facilitator in order 
to encourage the synergy of public policy work between the stakeholders 
and policy makers and also to have a synergy with funding agencies 
(donors).

training & Working Group Facilitation
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